BY PAT KIMBROUGH
ENTERPRISE STAFF WRITER

HIGH POINT — Construc-
tion is set to begin on a road
project that has long been a
city of High Point priority.

The City Council on Mon-
day voted unanimously to
award a $4.29 million contract
to Triangle Grading and Pav-
ing of Burlington to extend
Samet Drive from W. Wendo-
ver Avenue to Penny Road.

The city has long wanted

E

THE HIGH POINT

NTERPRISE

STILL

ROLLIN’

HPU MEN EXTEND

NATION'S LONGEST

WINNING STREAK
PAGE B1

PUBLISHED FOR MARGARET STROUD OF HIGH POINT AND ALL OF OUR READERS FOR 139 YEARS | $1.50

the connection built to help
with traffic flow through the
busy commercial area, and
the previous council in 2021
agreed to have the city fund
construction of the road to
accommodate the proposed
Palladium South mixed-use
development on a 35-acre site
that will be served by the half-
mile extension.

Palladium South developer
Dennis Bunker of Charlotte
in 2021 assembled the acre-
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City OKs contract for Samet extension

age at the southeast corner
of the intersection and got it
zoned by the city to accom-
modate his plans, which may
include a 55,000-square-foot
anchor store, 288 multifamily
units and 11 outparcels.

No specific uses or tenants
have been announced.

The contractor will have a
year to complete the project,
which also includes instal-
lation of water, sewer, and
stormwater utilities, side-

walks, a roundabout intersec-
tion, turn lanes and traffic sig-
nal improvements.

The council also approved a
request from staff to engage
on-call engineering consultant
Michael Baker International
of Greensboro for $275,000
to assist with inspection work
on the extension as it’s con-
structed.

In a separate matter, the
council on Monday took a
step toward the planning for

a proposed new City Hall on
the site of the First Baptist
Church campus downtown,
which the city bought last
year for $11 million.

The council awarded a
$120,000 contract to Trade-
mark Properties of Raleigh,
which will advise the city on
financing options, cost esti-
mates and how to integrate
parking and private develop-
ment into the plan for a new
city facility.

Thomasville band students get surprise

7

LAURA GREENE | HPE
Students in the Thomasville High School band display their new T-shirts after Pastor Kelvin Sellers, left, with Ministers
United for Christ Thomasville and Vicinity, along with other members from the organization, surprised the students
last week. The ministry learned the band did not have uniforms after seeing them perform at the High Point Holiday
Parade in November and bought the T-shirts for the school band. The students plan to wear the shirts during special
performances as the school works on buying new uniforms for the band.

NC braces for more problem gambling

BY TYLER DUKES
THE NEWS & OBSERVER

Mental health experts expect the
launch of sports betting across the
state will bring a rise in problem
gambling. And they warn that col-
lege students are particularly vul-
nerable.

Legalized under a bipartisan bill
state lawmakers passed in 2023,
sports betting is expected will draw
nearly $4 billion in wagers during
the first full year of operation. It all
begins with the launch of a dozen
online sportsbhooks that will accept
the first bets days ahead of the
ACC and NCAA men’s basketball
tournaments in March.

In-person betting at stadiums and
other venues will eventually follow.
By 2027, state officials project taxes
on sports gambling will contribute
more than $40 million to North
Carolina’s general fund every year.

But addiction counselors and

others are preparing for a rising
demand in treatment for problem
gambling, a spectrum of behaviors
that range from a growing preoc-
cupation with betting to those that
result in serious legal or financial
problems.

The risks are greater for young
adults, who experience the high-
est rates of problem gambling, said
Amanda Winters, who heads the
state’s Problem Gambling Program.

“They’re more prone to take
risks than older adults. They may
also be less aware of the concept
that, regardless of if there’s skill
involved, it’s still gambling,” she
said. “You can never out-skill
chance.”

State leaders have taken steps
to address an expected increased
need for services. Lawmakers tri-
pled the Problem Gambling Pro-
gram’s budget, adding $2 million
annually starting in the next fis-

cal year, funded by an 18% tax on
sports betting revenue. That $2 mil-
lion accounts for 2 to 3% of what the
state expects to clear from sports
betting.

But unlike the $15 million to $22
million state law will allocate to col-
lege athletic programs each year,
the state Problem Gambling Pro-
gram allocation won’t increase with
additional gaming revenue.

A fund to “encourage and pro-
mote the attraction of major
events,” by comparison, is expect-
ed to draw anywhere from $16.9
million to $26.9 million a year from
taxes on sports wagering, accord-
ing to state budget analysts.

Although its budget has been
stagnant since the creation of the
state’s lottery in 2005, the Prob-
lem Gambling Program has seen a
steady uptick in requests for help

SEE GAMBLING/PAGE A2

1 killed in
crash on

Interstate 85
Business

BY ENTERPRISE STAFF

GUILFORD COUNTY — One person
was Killed and at least three people were
injured late Monday morning in a crash
along Interstate 85 Business at the inter-
section with Riverdale Drive .

A work van and a passenger vehicle
were stopped in the southbound lanes of
-85 Business, also known as U.S. 29, at
the traffic signal at Riverdale just before
11:40 a.m. when a box truck traveling
south failed to reduce speed and ran into
the rear of the passenger vehicle, forcing
it into the rear of the van, the N.C. State
Highway Patrol said.

One person died at the scene of the
wreck. The person’s name and gender
were not released, pending notification of
the person’s family.

People who were in the work van, the
passenger vehicle and the box truck all

SEE CRASH/PAGE A2

A Simple
(Gesture sets
record for
food donations

BY ENTERPRISE STAFF

HIGH POINT — A Simple Gesture,
a nonprofit organization that collects
food donations across the greater High
Point area, set a record in 2023, collecting
110,835 pounds of nonperishable food —
equivalent to 138,543 child-size meals —
for High Point partner organizations.

“The food we’ve collected for our
High Point partner pantries in 2023 is
valued at over $190,000,” said Leslie
Loyd, president and COO of A Simple
Gesture. “Even with high inflation, food

SEE FOOD/PAGE A2
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Senate border bill would upend U.S. asylum

BY JAVIER ARCIGA AND

ELLIOT SPAGAT
ASSOCIATED PRESS

JACUMBA HOT
SPRINGS, Calif.
Nearly every day since
September, hundreds
of migrants from China,
Colombia and other
countries have wiggled
through openings in the
border wall with Mexi-
co and walked dirt trails
to surrender to U.S.
agents and seek asylum.
Some days, more than
1,000 arrive in the boul-
der-strewn mountains
near San Diego, alone.

While they wait to be
processed and given
a court date, they live
in tents and makeshift
structures of tree branch-
es in scattered campsites.
These encampments
would likely vanish under

a Senate bill that would
make sweeping chang-
es to immigration laws,
including allowing a bor-
der emergency authority
that would restrict asy-
lum when arrests for ille-
gal crossings hit certain
thresholds.

In addition to the
emergency authority,
the bill released Sunday
aims to have asylum offi-
cers screen applicants
within 90 days of their
arrival in the country
using a tougher stan-
dard and, for those who
pass, decide cases within
another 90 days. Cases
would ideally be decid-
ed in six months instead
of six years, as is com-
mon in a court system
backlogged with more
than 3 million cases. It
would do so largely by

spending $4 billion to
hire more than 4,300 asy-
lum officers who would
take on the work now
reserved for immigration
judges.

The $118 billion bill,
which combines bor-
der security with aid
for Ukraine and Israel,
faces opposition from
Donald Trump and his
allies, who consider it
weak, and from some
Democrats and progres-
sives who think it would
gut the asylum process
at grave human cost. If
it overcomes long odds,
the legislation would rad-
ically upend how asylum
is handled at the border.
Asylum, once a policy
afterthought, is now the
border’s dominant chal-
lenge.

Overwhelmed border

SRR

Gregory Bull/AP Photo

Border Patrol agents ask asylum-seeking migrants to line up in a makeshift,
mountainous campsite after the group crossed the border with Mexico on Friday

near Jacumba Hot Springs,

agents have been unable
to quickly process sur-
rendering migrants in
Jacumba Hot Springs and
elsewhere along the bor-

Calif.

der, forcing them to wait
outside for hours or days.
In fierce winds on Friday,
they rubbed their hands
over small campfires

and sat closely together
in tents to generate body
heat. Paramedics aided a
young crying girl with a
high fever.
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since the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Winters said.

(1-877-718-5543), which
connects people to
trained counselors by
phone or text around
the clock at no cost,
went from 200 to 300

“No other states have
really published their
helpline data from the
expansion of sports
gambling,” Winters said.
“We know other states

to expect in terms of a
hard number.”

More than 35 states
now allow legal sports
betting in one form
or another — a rapid

Supreme Court decision
in 2018.

But efforts to study
the broader impacts of
that growth are still in
the early stages, said

nal justice and criminol-
ogy and director of the
Gambling Research and
Policy Initiative at East
Carolina University.
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